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be made of the fact, but he considered that which-
had been made by the Secretary at War to be by
no means sufficiently precise or satisfactory. He-
had great objections to instituting' any oppressive
prosecutions against a poor printer or publisher, who
looked for security to the character of his employer,
and could have no idea that he would receive any
thing of a libellous or unconstitutional tendency from
the chairman of a loyal association. In order that
proper steps might be taken to come at the person
of the author, a power which Mr. Sheridan con-
ceived that the house ought not to delegate out of
their own hands, he would adopt a precedent of
1707, and concluded with moving, " That it be re-
ferred to a committee to enquire who was the author
of the libel."

This motion was also carried.

NOVEMBEK 27.
TREASON AND   SEDITION BILLS.

Mr. SHE BID AN presented a petition from his
own constituents, the inhabitants of Stafford, against
the bills. He had a general recollection of their
names, and from the signatures, he was sore that
the petition contained the general sense of the inha-
bitants,

Mr. Sheridan next presented a petition against
the bill from the gentlemen and burgesses of New-
castle under Lime, where the mayor was not averse
to the petition, nor was there one person in the
town dissenting from it. As the petition, there-
fore passed unanimously, and both the representa-
tives of the town were adverse to it, Mr. Sheridan
said, the inhabitants had done him the honor to com-
mit it to his care.

Mr. Sheridan next presented a petition against
the bills, from a number of mechanics, who had not